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the elections, the consuls for the year, Maicelhnus and Philip, declined to take their names The consuls and the Senate appealed to the Assembly, the Senate marching into the Forum in state, as if calling on the genius of the nation to defend the outraged constitution In vain The people would not listen The consuls were groaned down No genius of Rome presided in those meetings, but the genius of revolution m the pei son of Clodius The senators were driven back into the Curia, and Clodius followed them there The officers forbade his entrance Furious young aristocrats flew upon him, seized him, and would have muidered him m their rage Clodius shrieked for help His rascal followers rushed in with lighted toiches, sweaimg to burn house and Senate if a ban of Clodius'a head weie hurt They boie then idol off in triumph, and the wietched senators sat gazing at each othei, or storming at Pompey, and inquiring scornfully if he and Ciassus intended to appoint themselves consuls Pompey answeied that they had no desire for office, but anarchy must be brought to an end
Still the consuls of the year stubbornly refused to take the names of the Lucca nominees The year ran out, and no election had been held In such a difficulty, the constitution had provided foi the appointment of an Interrex till fresh consuls could be chosen Pompey and Ciassus were then nominated, with a foregone conclusion Domitius still persisted in standing , and, had it been safe to tiy the usual methods, the patucians would have occupied the voting places as befoie with their retinues, and leturned him by force But young Publius Crassus was in Rome with thousands of Csesai's soldiers, who had come up to